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Today, environmental crimes
amount to more than $100
billion a year. Those high-pro

ECO-CRIME
DRIVERS

ecosystems, dramatically
impacting on climate change
devastating local economies.

hard to fight as they are

constantly hidden within legal
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CRIME
SKILLS

Lack of cooperation
between States, firms,
customs, law, police forces

Global
computerised
systems

new & old

low-risk crimes are destroying

Nevertheless, they are extremely

« The financial volume of Environmental Crimes

trade, take advantage of tax
havens and are mostly controlled
fit, by huge criminal organizations
such as mafias or illegitimate
firms. This brochure provides
and an overview of the situation,
identifies some of the most
important points and suggests
ways to fight against this
global threat.
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International networks
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Featuring:
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& traditional mafias
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® Hacking ‘
% Tax havens

B Anti-competitive agreements
(business deals in the same sector)

® Good understanding of theglobal finance system
B |nvestments in legal business investments

(cover activities)

® Tax avoidance

m Money laundering

Bank secrecy
Flags of convenience
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THE KINGPINS

“White collar” crime

Governments Specialized i
pecialized in:

ILLEGAL LOGGING/
MINERALS SMUGGLING

Both need an efficient blend of
legal activities

5 K {great volumes to hide).
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i Mafias top men
investing in legal
business as cover

activities

Specialized in:

WILDLIFE SMUGGLING
ILLEGAL WASTE TRADE
ILLEGAL CHEMICAL TRADE

Small thugs THE UGLY ONES

Journalists love them

-

DAMAGE DONE

« Environmental crimes

are not soft crimes. »

Environmental crimes are not
soft crimes. They often occur

in countries with a high rate of
corruption involving violence and
impacting directly on the poorest
population. Environmental crimes
take full advantage of the financial
opacity (tax havens, e.g.) and

the weakness of the worldwide
transportation system

(flags of convenience, e.g.).
Controlled by mafias and
corporations, illegal trade can
“wear a tie” and be easily seen
as harmless, clean and legal,
whereas it involves a wide range
of actors and criminal skills and
can sometimes even

be related to conflicts
(diamonds, e.g.).
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® Major flag-of-convenience countries
{total merchant fleet over one thousand deadweight tonnes)

C HI NA . * Sources : Transparency Intemational, 2012 ; International Transport Workers' Federation, 2012; World Federation of Exchanges, 2012,
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* A flag-of-convenience ship is one that flies the flag of a country other than the country of ownership
(cheap registration, cheap labour, tax avoidance, etc.). French and German Intermiational Ship Registers are included.
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SOUTHERM AFRICA  Region or State frequently cited (not an exhaustive list).
SOUTH AF The colour indicates the dominant crime group.

. Major consumer countries
{fueling demand and producing waste)
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. lllegal logging hotspot -
WILDLIFE SMUGGLING &

lllegal mihing and minerals smuggling hotspot

lllegal fishing hotspot

Sources: Green Carbon, Black Trade: lllegal logging, tax fraud and laundering in the World's tropical forests, SO VRN TIL2EN
Intarpol, UNEP, 2012 ; Agnew et al,, Estimating the Worldwide Extant of lllegal Fishing, 2009 ; Havocscope,
Global Black Market Information (www.havocscope.com) ; Vital Waste Graphics 2, Basel Convention, UNEP,
GRID-Arendal, 2006 ; WWF, 2012 {to be completed).
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« Solutions need a
concerted effort

by a multitude
of players. »

. The international community is

ECO-CRIME SOLUTIONS

LONG-TERM:

ELECTED OFFICIALS & LAWMAKERS
TRANSPARENCY LAWS

> Qutlaw tax havens/banking secrecy

> Outlaw flags of convenience/open registries

A > Enforce commercial transparency.
MID-TERM ; of major wood and minerals trade firms
ACADEMIC/INSTITUTIONAL/NGOs
RESEARCHERS & ENVIRONMENTALISTS

becoming increasingly aware of KNOWLEDGE

the seriousness of global e RESOURCES ASSESSMENT &

environmental crimes and is SHORT-TERM - | MONITORING

seeking ways to combat them at > Id&'ntiF?r commlunities, resources and species at stake
various scales ranging from EERIONE > Indentify transit hubs along merchandise routes
global players to individuals. ;QEASONEE) CONSUMPTION

JUDGES
> Offenders actually convicted
> Deterrent sentences

Distinguishing the
(white collar) kingpins
from the foot soldiers.

PUSH POLITICAL AGENDAS

GOs & THE MEDIA
BY YOUR VOTE NGOs & THE MEDIA

PUBLIC AWARENESS

FIRMS & STATES

PRODUCT LABELLING & CERTIFICATION CONTROL

> Wood: sustainable forest management

> Sustainable fisheries

> Manufactured goods: raw material provenance, recycling
> Sound waste management

SOME INTERNATIONAL INITIATIVES

UN-REDD (Reducing Emissions from Deforestation
and Forest Degradation in Developing Countries) Programme

Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species
of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES, 1975)

Extractive Industries Transparency Initiative (EITI)

UN Convention Against Corruption (2005)

> Buy only certified, local wood
> Buy only fish of known origin
> Check company ratings for
provenance of raw materials
AI (IT products in particular)
> Do not buy exotic pets or wood
> Avoid rare medicinal and culinary products

PROTECTED AREAS
> Enlarge
> Finance enforcement

INTERNATIONAL CUSTOM & POLICE FORCES
COOPERATION

Global customs database exchange
("goods out” and "goods in" should match)

FREIGHT CONTROL

Random vessel/freight load control
at major container ports,
multimodal hubs (train/port),
straits (Suez, Panama, Malacca)
VESSEL CONTROL
Widespread use of Vessel
Monitoring System for
large fishing vessels

« llegal volumes are high (timber).
It should not be easy to conceal

< The routes of maritime transport
are congested: not that many
hubs to control.

ACTORS
TIME FRAME
RANGE OF ACTION

Zoi Environment Network and GRID-Arendal are supporting the international efforts to combat

environmental crimes with the following activities:

Analysis and assessment of the various facets of global environmental crimes =~ o e Al

Communication of the headlines to decision-makers and the general public in easily

s _understandable maps, graphics and texts

to ¢

~ Training and support in environmental crimes investigations, _a'ssess_fhe.nt
By - . 1y & . . . ' 4 . g - 4 v A 4
rganizations and individuals from “hot spot regions”




