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Take one or more measures to 
control emissions by establishing:

A quantified goal

Emission limit value

A multi-pollutant 

control strategy

Alternative measures

The use of BAT/BEP

risks

Solutions

Sources

There are extensive health risks posed toward people and biodiversity that are exposed to mercury emissions. 
These range from instances of minor skin irritation to extreme mercury poisoning from overexposure.

Waste incineration

Coal burning

Non-ferrous
metals production

Establish an inventory
of emissions

Cement production

Mercury is an extremely toxic chemical that can enter the environment as emissions into the 
atmosphere from human activities. Mercury emissions can travel long distances, accumulate 
through the food chain, and negatively impact human health and the environment.

Roughly two thousand tonnes of mercury are emitted into the atmosphere every year. The largest sources are Artisanal 
and Small-Scale Gold Mining (ASGM) and coal burning, but other sources also have global and local impacts. 
As a result, the atmospheric concentration of mercury is 450% higher than natural levels.

Artisanal and Small-
Scale Gold Mining 

The Minamata Convention on Mercury has developed guidance on best available techniques and best environmental 
practices (BAT/BEP) to control emissions.

Install air pollution
control devices

Parties may wish to prepare a national action
plan on measures to control emissions

Report to the COP on measures
and their effectiveness
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